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FIRST
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization 
founded in 1989 to interest and inspire students in mathematics and science. FIRST was founded by 
Dean Kamen, President of DEKA Research and Development Corporation. 

Compared with students from other industrial countries, students in the United States do not rank highly 
in math and science. There has also been a decline in enrollment of young adults entering science and 
engineering programs at our universities. These trends, if not reversed, will eventually lead to a loss of 
leadership in advanced technology fields. 
    
FIRST is taking a leadership role in reversing this trend by stimulating interest in science, math, and 
technology in our nation’s youth through programs such as the FIRST Robotics Competition. 

FIRST Vision:
FIRST inspires in young people, their schools and communities an appreciation of science and 
technology, and how mastering these can enrich the lives of all.

Mission Statement:
FIRST designs accessible, innovative programs to build self-confidence, knowledge and life skills while 
motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, technology and engineering.

GRACIOUS PROFESSIONALISM, A FIRST CREDO
Dr. Woodie Flowers, FIRST National Advisor, asks and provides his view regarding the question, “Why do 
FIRST folks talk so much about that phrase?”

“Obviously it would not make sense to endorse ‘asinine professionalism’ or ‘gracious incompetence.’ It is, 
however, completely consistent with the FIRST spirit to encourage doing high quality well informed work 
in a manner that leaves everyone feeling valued. Gracious professionalism seems to be a good 
descriptor for part of the ethos of FIRST. It is part of what makes FIRST different and wonderful.

Gracious professionalism has purposefully been left somewhat undefined because it can and should 
mean different things to each of us. We can, however, outline some of its possible meanings.  Gracious 
attitudes and behaviors are win-win. Gracious folks respect others and let that respect show in their 
action. Professionals possess special knowledge and are trusted by society to use that knowledge 
responsibly.  Thus, gracious professionals make a valued contribution in a manner pleasing to others 
and to themselves. 

In FIRST, one of the most straightforward interpretations of gracious professionalism is that we learn and 
compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect and kindness in the process. We try to avoid
leaving anyone feeling like they are losers. No chest thumping barbarian tough talk, but no sticky sweet 
platitudes either. Knowledge, pride and empathy comfortably blended.

Understanding that gracious professionalism works is not rocket science. It is, however, missing in too 
many activities.  At FIRST it is alive and well.  Please help us take care of it.

In the long run, gracious professionalism is part of pursuing a meaningful life. If one becomes a 
professional, and uses knowledge in a gracious manner, everyone wins. One can add to society and 
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you have acted with integrity and sensitivity.  That’s good stuff!”



FIRST 2008 Regional Planning Guide & Manual     Introduction

Introduction September 1, 2007 i - 2

FIRST Planning Contacts:

FIRST 
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Ph:   1-800-871-8326 or 603-666-3906
Fax:  603-666-3907
http://www.usfirst.org

Senior Director of Programs
Steven Chism   ext: 428
E-mail: src@usfirst.org   

Director, FIRST Robotics Competition
Bill Miller   ext. 404
E-mail: bmiller@usfirst.org

FRC Program Managers
Susan E. Robinson ext. 423
E-mail: srobinson@usfirst.org

Wendy L. Trommer           ext. 433
E-mail:  wendy@usfirst.org

FIRST Volunteer Resources Manager
Dennis Howland    ext. 437
E-mail: dhowland@usfirst.org

FIRST Scholarship Programs
Nancy Rosenberg ext. 451
E-mail: nrosenberg@usfirst.org

FIRST Ambassador Program
Dia Stolnitz ext. 406
E-mail: dia@usfirst.org

Chief Marketing Officer
John Marchiony ext: 438
E-mail: jmarchiony@usfirst.org

Marketing Communications Manager 
Marian Murphy ext: 409
E-mail: murphy@usfirst.org  

Strategic Alliance Manager
Anne Beaupre ext: 454
E-mail: abeaupre@usfirst.org

Senior Director of Development
Julia Howell ext: 461
E-mail: jhowell@usfirst.org

Manager of Individual Giving
Emily Yadati ext: TBD
E-mail: ejadati@usfirst.org

Vice President of Finance
Terry Durkin Ext: 436
E-mail: td@usfirst.org

EVENT MANAGERS:

Steve Krawic
Show Ready Events
17 Lexington Ave.
Londonderry, NH  03053
Ph: 603-537-0090
Fax:  604-537-0095
E-mail: skrawic@showreadyevents.com
Events:  FIRST Headquarters Kickoff, BAE 
Systems/Granite State, Brazil, Chesapeake, GM 
Technion Israel, Hawaii, New York City, 
Oklahoma City, Microsoft Seattle and the FIRST 
Championship.

Brian Hendrickx
39 Prudential Road
Worcester, MA  01606
Ph: 508-852-2030
Fax:  508-852-4222
E-mail: bhendrickx@showreadyevent.com  
Events: Arizona, Bayou, Boilermaker, Boston, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Detroit, Greater Toronto, 
Midwest, Minneapolis, New Jersey, Peachtree, 
SBPLI Long Island, Silicon Valley, Waterloo, 
West Michigan

Andrea Mikus
Ph: 603-878-4596
Fax: 903-878-4597
E-mail: amikus@showreadyevents.com
Events: Buckeye, Finger Lakes, Florida, 
Greater Kansas City, Las Vegas, Lone Star, Los 
Angeles, Oregon, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San 
Diego, St. Louis, UC Davis Sacramento, 
Wisconsin

Carol Black
Ph: 846-878-8540
Fax: TBD
E-mail: cblack@showreadyevents.com
Events: Great Lakes, NASA/VCU, Palmetto

For more information on FIRST, please see our 
website at http://www.usfirst.org
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Regional Contacts

Vice President Field Operations & Planning
Bruce Linton
Ph: 800-871-8326 Ext: 435
E-mail: blinton@usfirst.org
Events: Arizona, Boilermaker, Buckeye, 
Chesapeake, Colorado, Las Vegas, Pittsburgh, 
St. Louis
States: Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, East 
Missouri, Indiana, Maryland, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, West 
Pennsylvania

Vice President Regional Operations
Ian McEwan
Ph: 248-225-4172
E-mail: imcewan@mcewanltd.com
Events: Brazil, GM Technion University Israel, 
States/Countries: Hawaii, Minnesota, 
Oklahoma, Brazil, Israel

Regional Directors

Janet Anderson
Ph: 613-366-0749
E-mail: Jander2@optonline.net
Events: SBPLI Long Island (NY)

James Beck
Ph: 408-410-5677
E-mail: llbeck@yahoo.com
Events:  Hawaii, San Diego, Silicon Valley (CA), 
Los Angeles 
States: Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming

Donald Bowers
Ph: TBD
E-mail: dbowers@usfirst.org
Events: New Jersey, New York City
States:  New York, New Jersey

Pattie Cook
Ph: 804-784-4898
E-mail: robotsfirst@aol.com
Events: NASA/VCU (VA), Palmetto (SC) 
Peachtree (GA), 
States: Georgia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia & Washington, 
DC

Mike Heffron (Co-Chair)
Ph: 603-885-9118
E-mail: Michael.heffron@baesystems.com
Sue Peckham (Co-Chair)
Ph: 603-885-3670
E-mail: Susan.Peckham@baesystems.com
Event:  BAE/Granite State (NH)

Alex Ho
Phone: 808-587-2760
E-mail: alexHo@dbebt.hawaii.gov
Event: Hawaii
States: Hawaii

Harold E. Holley
Ph: 405-377-1250
Email: hholley5@suddenlink.net
Events: Oklahoma City
States: Oklahoma
Carol Kauffman
Ph: 610-520-7773 
E-mail: cjkauffman@aol.com
Events, Philadelphia (PA)
States: Delaware, Kentucky, Ohio, Eastern 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia

Chuck Kennedy
Ph: 850-986-5543
E-mail: ckennedy@usfirst.org
Events: Bayou (LA), Florida
States: Alabama, Florida, Louisiana

Brad Lauer
Ph: 978-394-6495
E-mail: blauer@usfirst.org
Events: Boston (MA), Hartford (CT)
States: Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island

Susan K. Lawrence
Ph: 248-709-0837
E-mail:  sklsumgrad@comcast.net
Events:  Detroit (MI), Great Lakes (MI),Midwest 
(IL), Minneapolis (MN),  West Michigan, 
Wisconsin 
States: Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin
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Ana Martinez
Ph: 718-260-3383 (NY)
Ph: 973-596-3572 (NJ)
Cell: 917-361-2257
E-mail: anayz@aol.com
Event: New York City, The Finger Lakes (NY)
States: New York

Debra Mumm-Hill
Ph: 503-657-0774
E-mail: debmummhill@gmail.com
Events: Oregon (OR), Microsoft Seattle (WA)
States: Alaska, Oregon, Washington

Randy Schaeffer
Ph: 718-260-3383 (NY)
Ph: 973-596-3572 or 908-412-1117 (NJ)
Cell: 908-230-6780
E-mail: randyschaeffer@worldnet.att.net
Events: New Jersey, New York City
States: New Jersey, New York

Lucia Sevcik
Ph: 713-680-9337
E-mail: lsevcik810@aol.com
Event: Lone Star (TX)
States: Mississippi, Texas

Bev White
Ph: 816-452-5575
E-mail: bjpwhite@kc.rr.com
Event: Greater Kansas City (MO)
States: Kansas, West Missouri

INTERNATIONAL
Ivan Boesing
Ph: 55-51-568-3755
E-mail: iboesing.sle@terra.com.br
Event: Brazil
Country: Brazil

Barbara Gómez de Navarro
Ph: 52-55-682-4880
E-mail: bgomez@edcmexico.org
Country: Mexico

Alisha McIntyre
Ph: 972-54-647-8630
E-mail: first_Israel@yahoo.com
Event: GM/Technion University Israel Regional
Country: Israel

Karen Rosenthal
Office: 416-396-5907
E-mail: Rosenthal.Karen@gmail.com
Event: Greater Toronto (ON), Waterloo (ON)
Country: Canada

Assistant Regional Directors

Richard Anderson
Ph: 208-529-4291
E-mail: rimrock43@gmail.com
State: Idaho

Barbara Keller
Ph:  248-889-1187
E-mail: bkeller@usfirst.org
State: Michigan

Randall Lam
Ph: 925-933-0874
E-mail: rlam@mvhigh.net
Event: UC Davis Sacramento
State: Northern California

Ana Martinez
Ph: 917-361-2257
E-mail: anayz@aol.com
Country: Brazil

Donna Minton
Phone: 406-994-6172
E-mail: donna@montana.edu
State: Montana

Jeremy Roberts
Ph: 404-735-5445
E-mail: jroberts@usfirst.org
State: Georgia

Ken Rosen
E-mail: krosen@usfirst.org
State: Minnesota

Dee Tomczak
Ph: 804-745-4154
E-mail: robotstoo@aol.com
States: North Carolina, Virginia

FIRST Headquarters will handle all inquires from 
the following states:

Maine, New Hampshire, & Vermont
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Senior Mentors

The FIRST Senior Mentor Program is a critical addition to FIRST’s volunteer resource management 
infrastructure, working to recruit and support FIRST Team Mentors and FIRST Event Volunteers in their 
service areas.  Senior Mentors strengthen and expand FIRST’s partnerships with businesses, educational 
institutions, and communities. Senior Mentors will work with the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC), the 
FIRST LEGO League (FLL),the FIRST Tech Challenge and  the Jr.FIRST LEGO League in the 
geographic area in which they reside.  The Senior Mentors work collaboratively with regional directors, 
volunteer committees, program partners, and teams.

Jenny Beatty
Ph: 410-343-1604
E-mail: jbeatty@usfirst.org
State: Maryland

Devin Blizzard
Ph: 408-394-7157
E-mail: dblizzard@usfirst.org
State: California (North 
Central)

Richard Bodor
Ph: 770-442-8939
E-mail: rbodor@usfirst.org
State: Georgia

Kristian Breton
Ph: 212-831-0650
E-mail: Kbretton@usfirst.org
State: New York City (NYC)

George Burcin
Ph: 412-979-1088
E-mail: gburcin@usfirst.org
State: Pennsylvania 
(Pittsburgh)

Allen Cameron
Ph: 602-764-3035 Ext 233
E-mail: n7ujj@cox.net
State: Arizona

Daniel Coget
Ph: 281-992-0709
E-mail: dcoget@usfirst.org
State: Texas (Houston)

Steven Cramer
Ph: 781-784-9835
E-mail: Scremer@usfirst.org
State: Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island

Jean Hoppert
Ph: 702-947-0677
E-mail: gjhoppert@aol.com
State: Nevada

Paul Kloberg
Ph: 732-398-0091
E-mail: 
prkloberg@comcast.net
State: New Jersey

Fredi Lajvardi
Ph: 602-271-2402 Ext 233
E-mail: 
coachfred@hotmail.com
State: Arizona

Janet Rhodes Lathan
Ph: 301-270-2772
E-mail: 
janetlathan@comcast.net
State: DC

Aimee LeFevers
Ph: 412-377-4486
E-mail: alefevers@usfirst.org
State: Pennsylvania 
(Pittsburgh)

Dawn Lutz
Ph: 303-386-7019
E-mail: dlutz@usfirst.org
State: Colorado (Denver)

Rob Mainieri
Ph: 858-658-7249 
E-mail: rmainieri@usfirst.org
State: California (San Diego)

Nancy McIntyre
Ph: 818-347-8300 Ext 242
E-mail: 
nmcintyre@elementalmediag
roup.com
State: California (Los 
Angeles)

Roy Menton
Ph: 315-649-2946
E-mail: menton77@aol.com
State: New York (Up state 
NY)

Jackie Moore
Ph: 773-817-3621
E-mail: 
roboticslady@gmail.com
State: Illinois

Mike Sperber
Ph: 860-336-7837
E-mail: msperber@usfirst.org
State: Connecticut

Valerie Strain
Ph: 770-338-3169
E-mail: straval@yahoo.com
State: Georgia

Dee Tomczak
Ph: 804-677-7996
E-mail: robotstoo@aol.com
State: Virginia
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Regional Development Officers
These individuals are responsible for working with local Regional Planning Committees to assist with the 
development of sponsorship for the regional event and teams.

Eastern Region
Charlie Clement
Ph: 800-871-8326 Ext 412
E-mail: Cclement@usfirst.org
States: Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia

Western Region 
David Manion
Ph: 925-855-9897
E-mail: Dmanion@usfirst.org
States: Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, 
Oregon, Washington

Top Strategic Relationships
To help coordinate among all the programs and events, our top sponsors in multiple areas. 

To be Hired
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2008 FIRST Robotics Competition Schedule
This schedule is preliminary and is subject to change as not all contracts have been signed. 

Some event names may change as well.

Week 1
Feb  27- March 1, 2008
BAE Systems/Granite State 
Regional
Manchester, NH

Midwest Regional
Chicago, IL

New Jersey Regional
Trenton, NH

Oregon Regional
Portland Oregon

St. Louis Regional
St. Charles, MO

Week 2
March 5-8, 2008
Arizona Regional
Phoenix, AZ

Finger Lakes Regional
Rochester, NY

Greater Kansas City 
Regional
Kansas City, MO

NASA/VCU Regional
Richmond, VA

Week 3
March 12-15, 2008
Boilermaker Regional
West Lafayette, IN

Chesapeake Regional
Annapolis, MD

Detroit Regional
Detroit, MI

Florida Regional
Orlando, FL

Peachtree Regional
Duluth, GA

Week 3 (Con’t)
Pittsburgh Regional
Pittsburgh, PA

Silicon Valley Regional
San Jose, CA

UTC Connecticut Regional
Hartford, CT

Wisconsin Regional
Milwaukee, WI

Week 4
March 19-22, 2008
Brazil Regional
Porto Allegre, Brazil

Buckeye Regional
Cleveland, OH

Lone Star Regional **
Kady, TX

Los Angeles Regional
Los Angeles, CA

Microsoft Seattle Regional*
Tacoma, WA

Oklahoma City Regional *
Oklahoma City, OK

San Diego Regional
San Diego, CA

UC Davis Sacramento 
Regional
Davis, CA

Waterloo Regional
Waterloo, ON Canada

West Michigan Regional
Allendale, MI

* New Event
** New Venue

Week 5 
March 23-25
GM Technion University 
Israel
Tel Aviv, Israel

March 26-29, 2009
Bayou Regional
New Orleans, LA

Boston Regional
Boston, MA

Colorado Regional
Denver, CO

Great Lakes Regional
Ypsilanti, MI

Greater Toronto Regional
Mississauga, ON Canada

Hawaii Regional *
TBD

Las Vegas Regional
Las Vegas, NV

Minnesota Regional *
Minneapolis, MN

Palmetto Regional**
Clemson, SC

Philadelphia Regional
Philadelphia, PA

SBPLI Long Island Regional
Hempstead, NY

Week 6
April 2-5, 2008
New York City Regional
New York City, NY

FIRST Championship
April 16-19, 2008
Georgia Dome

Atlanta, GA


